POTSDAM, JULY 5TH
was none of his wish. But the Chancellor, incited by the Generals, who needed a free hand for only a few weeks to come to blows, got the Kaiser, whose true instinct warned him to stay, out of the way, on the pretext that abandonment of the journey would cause panic abroad. As the danger-clouds thicken, the Kaiser wishes to make sure that all preparations are complete. On the^ same garden-seat, the same afternoon, he receives the Minister of War; early next morning, a representative of the Chief of the Naval Staff (who is himself absent), a representative of the Chief of the General Staff, and one of the Secretaries! of State for Naval Affairs. ^"£rown Council'' was ever l^ld—unfortunately; had there been one, trTe Departmental Chiefs could have expressed their objections to the Imperial wishes. Falkenhayn's audience is brief. The Kaiser reads him the letter and memorandum from Vienna—presumably only in excerpts, since it occupies twelve pages of typescript. The Minister of War records his impression, "so far as was possible considering the haste" that Vienna is not determined on war; and adds to Moltke: "So your Excellency need not, presumably, cut your cure short"
Next morning the Kaiser, all ready for his journey, receives the other three gentlemen in the Palace Park with equal expedition. He tells Capelle, representing the Admiral of the Fleet (on leave): "/ do not believe in any Serious warlike developments. The Tsar will not place himself on the side of regicides. Besides, neither Russia nor France is fr&faredfor war. Being anxious not to create.any uneasiness, I shall) on the Chancellors advice, start on my trip northi I wanted merely to inform you of the strdined situation, in order that you may consider what is to follow."
Not one of the four responsible representatives of the Germafi military and naval commands was asked his opi.nio.ni. Thesg high officers are there only to receive and reproduce the commands of the Supreme War Lord; there is no consultation between them. The Minister of War has to make a hurried guess at Austria's
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